
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Autumn Term One Topic: The Ancient Maya 

                            

 

 

In English, we will begin by exploring the Maya Creation Story. The children will then use their understanding 

of this story – alongside the knowledgen that they have gained through their History lessons – to create a 

range of different texts such as persuasive texts, non-chronological reports, narratives and descriptive 

writing.  

 

In Maths, the children will consolidate and develop their current understanding of place value and formal 

written methods.This will include work on rounding, negative numbers and decimal numbers. The children will 

engage in reasoning and problem solving throughout the half term.  

 

In Science, children will be learning about ‘Living Things and Their Habitats’.  
This involves classifying animals, developing an awareness of the work of Carl Linnaeus 

and learning about microorganisms.  

 

In History, the children will learn about the Ancient Maya civilization. The children will learn about the religious 

beliefs of the Ancient Maya in addition to learning about the Gods they believed in and the systems that 

were used for writing and counting. 

 

In Geography, the children will undertake a study of Mexico as this is where the 

Ancient Mayan civilization settled. We will compare England to Mexico as it is 

today by researching the daily life, the temperature and weather, farming and 

the physical Geography of both countries.  

 

 

 Year 6 newsletter 
Autumn Term 2022 

Welcome! 

Welcome back to the new academic year. The children have made an excellent start 

to Year Six, embracing our ‘Aventurers and Explorers’ theme. Everyone has settled 

well in to the routines of Year Six and we are really proud of the children’s hard 

work so far. 

A brilliant start to the new school year!      



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Music, Mrs Horwood will be looking at cyclic patterns with the children. This comprises of listening to and 

composing a variety of music in different styles.  

 

In R.E., the children will be learning about the sacred texts within Christianity, Islam and Sikhism. The children 

will research some of the key messages within each of these texts before comparing them. 

 

In P.S.H.E., we will be looking at the value of the month for September – ‘Love’.  

The other values of the month for this half term is ‘Honesty’, which will be our  

value for the month of October. 

We will also be following our ‘Jigsaw’ scheme of work, beginning with the unit ‘Being Me in My World’. We will 

be discussing our goals and aspirations for the year ahead in addition to recognising the necessary steps to 

reach our targets. 

 

 

 

Physical Education 

P.E. and Games in Year 6 will take place with Mr Smyth and Mr Neal this year. 

 

Rundell Class Tuesday (outdoor) and Thursday (indoor) 

Elphinstone Class Thursday (indoor and outdoor)  

Paver class Wednesday (indoor) and Thursday (outdoor)  

 

Please ensure that your child comes to school on the days that they have P.E. wearing their full Priory Rise 

P.E. kit, including black plimsolls or black trainers. Children with earrings must be able to either take them out 

for their P.E. lessons or have micropore tape kept in their P.E. kit to cover their ears. As the weather 

becomes cooler, please ensure that your child has the appropriate warm outdoor P.E. kit.  

 

The new uniform policy is available on the school website.  

 

Homework 

Homework is usually set on a Monday and due back the following Monday. If homework is not completed, 

children will be invited to attend homework club on a Tuesday break time to ensure that all tasks are 

completed regularly. 

A brief summary of each weekly task sent out via Marvellous Me. Homework will usually be set either on 

Google Classroom or My Maths. Paper copies will also be available for those children who request it. 

 

The first piece of homework will be set the week commencing 12th September. 

 

Children should also be reading at home regularly and recording this in their Home/School Link books at least 

three times per week. Home/School Link books will be collected on a Wednesday each week to ensure 

children are reading regularly at home. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Residential Visit: June 2023 

We have made a provisional booking for the Year 6 children to visit the Peak District from the 13th – 16th 

June 2023. A letter detailing the overview of the visit was sent out just before the summer break but 

please email us if you would like another copy of this. 

 

If you wish for your child to have a place on the residential visit, the non-returnable deposit of £60 is 

due on 30th September 2022. Please make your payment via Parent Mail. If you have any questions about 

the upcoming visit, please ask your child’s class teacher.  

 

Uniform 

We expect Year 6 look to look extremely smart in their 

school uniform as role models for the other year 

groups. To prevent items going missing, please ensure 

that all items of your child’s school uniform and 

equipment is clearly named.  

Thank-you in advance for this! 

 

Children should be wearing black school shoes as part 

of their uniform, not black trainers.  

Please also be reminded nail varnish is not permitted in 

school and long hair should be tied up for P.E. lessons. 

 

Library 

 

 

 

Rundell Class Wednesday 

Elphinstone Class Friday 

Paver Class Monday 

 

Children in each Year 6 class will be able to 

visit the library each week. 

Please encourage your child to remember their 

library book on the relevant day to ensure that 

these can be changed regularly. If children are 

‘free readers’, they will be able to select two 

books from the library each week. All other 

children will select one book from the school 

library. 

Supporting your child at home 

In addition to weekly homework being completed to a 

high standard, there are many other ways to support 

your child at home: 

• ensuring that children read regularly; 

• ensuring times tables are practised frequently; 

• learning words from the Year 5/6 Spelling list 

(available on our school website); 

• accessing tasks on My Maths (all homework 

tasks are always available on MyMaths, they do 

not need to be set by a teacher. Just make 

sure your child selects ‘practice for fun’); 

• a regular use of Times Tables Rockstars. 

Snacks and food from home  

 

 

 

 

Just a quick reminder that any break time 

snacks and packed lunches should be nut free. 

We are a nut-free school and it is really 

important that we all follow this guideline to 

ensure everyone is kept safe. 

Thank-you for your support with this. 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Staff in Year Six 

Miss Leigh Kent – Rundell Class Teacher  

Mrs Tanya Paterson – Elphinstone Class Teacher and Year 6 Leader 

Mrs Hannah Jank – Paver Class Teacher (0.6) 

Mrs Alice Goode – Paver Class teacher (0.5)  

Mrs Cath Dobson – Deputy Head 

Mrs Vickie Snell – Specialist Maths Teacher  

Mrs Rebecca Bond – Teaching Assistant  

Mrs Tracy Osborn – Teaching Assistant 

Mrs Katie Parry  - 1:1 Teaching Assistant 

Communication 

If you have a message for your child’s class teacher, please record this in your child’s Home/School link 

book. Alternatively, you can email the Year 6 teaching team on the following email address:  

 

year6@prioryrise.milton-keynes.sch.uk 

 

All of the Year 6 teachers are able to access this email address and will respond outside of teaching 

hours, but before 6pm each day.  

 

Dates for your Diary 

 

Week beginning 26th September – assessment Week 

Friday 21st October – the last day of this half term 

Tuesday 3rd November – we welcome the children back to school 

 

Information regarding our October Parent’s Evenings will be confirmed in due course and shared with 

you nearer the time. 

 

Thank-you for your support 
 The Year 6 Team 

mailto:year6@prioryrise.milton-keynes.sch.uk

