
YEAR 6 SATS PARENT MEETING
Supporting Children Through Year 6 SATs

Tuesday 10th January 2023



OBJECTIVES OF THE MEETING:

• To gain an understanding of the assessments for 
Year 6;

• To heighten parents’ awareness of the demands of 
the Year 6 end of year tests;

• To familiarise parents with the programme of  
preparation for the tests that school will be 
carrying out;

• To suggest tips for how parents can help children 
prepare for the tests.



Q: When do the Year 6 SAT tests take place?

A: In the week commencing Tuesday 9th May 2023



SCALED SCORES

Key stage 2: assessment and reporting arrangements - DFE

Scaled scores are used to report national curriculum test outcomes. 

Scaled scores help test results to be reported consistently from one year to the 
next. National curriculum tests are developed each year to the same specification. 
However, because the questions are different the difficulty of tests may vary 
slightly each year. Scaled scores maintain their meaning over time so that 2 pupils 
achieving the same scaled score in different years will have demonstrated a 
similar level of attainment. 
A pupil’s scaled score is based on their raw score. The raw score is the total 
number of marks a pupil receives in a test, based on the number of questions 
they answer correctly. The pupil’s raw score is translated into a scaled score using 
a conversion table. 

A scaled score of 100 will always represent the expected standard on the KS2 test. 



ENGLISH

The English assessments 

takes the form of three 

different aspects:

Reading 

Grammar, Punctuation 

and Spelling

Writing



THE READING TEST

•The reading test takes the form of a reading booklet 
that the children have to read and answer questions 
from.

• Children are allowed one hour to read the reading 
booklet and answer all the questions in the answer 
booklet. The reading booklet will contain a range of 3 or 
4 different text types – not linked by theme. They 
could include narrative, recounts, persuasive, 
instructional, discursive and poetry text types.  



READING

• There is a strong focus on fictional texts.
• There is only one test paper.  
• The test will encompass questions for all abilities 

of reader.
• The reading tests are externally marked and raw 

scores are awarded from this.  At a later date, 
the school will then be provided with a scaled 
score – identifying whether the child has reached 
age-related expectation.



RANGE OF QUESTIONS

Questions on the reading test require the children to:

• Show an understanding of the meaning of vocabulary in context – word 

meaning;

• Retrieve key details and quotations from text to demonstrate understanding; 

• Summarise main ideas, events, characters and information;

• Make developed predictions that are securely rooted in text;

• Identify/explain how the choice of language enhances the meaning of texts;

• Make inferences and explain these with evidence from the text.



QUESTIONS IN THE PAPER
• The reading answer booklet comprises approximately 35 to 

40 questions (totalling 50 marks). 

• The reading paper will have between 1500 words and 2300 

words to read.

• Questions are worth 1, 2 or 3 marks (very few 3 mark 

questions).

• Children are encouraged throughout the test to use

evidence from the text to support the answers that they 

make.



QUESTION 
TYPES



SAMPLE QUESTION:



SAMPLE QUESTION:



SAMPLE QUESTION:
Make inferences from the text (explain and justify using evidence from the text)…



SAMPLE QUESTION:

Explain the meaning of words in context…





WRITING

• A pupil's result for English 
writing will be a teacher 
assessment judgement of 
their work across Year 6.

• Children will carry out a variety 
of independent writing tasks 

• These pieces of writing are 
used as evidence that inform 
teachers' overall judgements. 



EXCITING WRITING

• Children regularly participate in ‘Exciting Writing’ sessions.
• This involves children independently completing planning 

and a writing task.
• This builds on the work the children have completed in 

class, editing and improve their writing, following 
discussions with the teacher and their peers.

• This independent writing is used as evidence to support 
the end of year assessments for each child.



WRITING ASSESSMENT

• At the end of the year, teachers use a wide range of 
children’s writing to assess the standard of their writing.

• Children’s writing is assessed, by teachers in Year 6, 
against the Teacher Assessment Framework and 
alongside our own assessment criteria.

• There is no writing test. 



TEACHING ASSESSMENT FRAMEWORK FOR 
WRITING



GRAMMAR, PUNCTUATION AND SPELLING

• A statutory test of English grammar, punctuation and spelling is 
carried out as part of the English assessment.

• This test focuses on the more 'technical' aspects of English 
and is externally marked.

• The current test adopts a similar format, but tests the 
aspects of Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling as  set out in the 
2014 curriculum.

• The English Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling test (GPS) has 
two components:
- Test 1: short-answer questions;
- Test 2: spellings.



GPS PAPER 1 – GRAMMAR & PUNCTUATION
• Paper 1, the short-answer questions, consists of between 

40 and 50 questions assessing grammar, punctuation and 
vocabulary. Each question is worth one or two marks with 
a total for the paper of 50 marks.

• The questions are:
- selected response items (such as multiple choice 

questions)
- short, open response items, in which children     

may have to write a word, a few words or a 
sentence.



SAMPLE QUESTION



SAMPLE QUESTION



SAMPLE QUESTION



SAMPLE QUESTION



SAMPLE QUESTION



SAMPLE QUESTION



GPS PAPER 2 - SPELLING

• Paper 2, the spelling task, consists of 20 sentences, 
which are read aloud by the test administrator -
Priory Rise teachers. 

• Each sentence has a word missing which the child 
must complete. The task is worth a total of 20 
marks

• In this format, there is a larger weighting on the 
spelling scores for Year 6 pupils.



SAMPLE



GPS – HOW CAN I HELP MY CHILD?

• Learn the definitions of a wide range of word classes –
e.g. verbs, nouns, adverbs, adjectives, prepositions etc.

•Write in full meaningful sentences and paragraphs, 
correctly punctuated.
• Complete all spelling investigation challenges.
• Complete any ‘GPS’ homework set.
• Revise the use of grammatical terms and how to apply 
these to writing.
•Use the GPS revision guides, which will be provided to the 
children in February.



MATHS
This test comes in 3 parts:
• Paper 1 (Arithmetic) – 30 

minutes
• Paper 2 (Reasoning) - 40 

minutes
• Paper 3 (Reasoning) - 40 

minutes

No calculators are allowed in 
any of the tests.



PAPER 1 - ARITHMETIC
• Pure calculation  (not word problems)  +, -, x, ÷ -

fractions and decimals as well as percentages of 
amounts, BODMAS, indices.

• There is 30 minutes for this test with approximately 36 
questions totalling 40 marks. 

• Each question is 1 mark except long multiplication and 
division questions – they are 2 marks.

• The children will need to be fluent with times tables and 
number facts to be successful because part of the 
challenge of this test is the timing.



SAMPLE QUESTIONS



SAMPLE QUESTIONS



SAMPLE QUESTIONS



PAPERS 2 AND 3 - REASONING

• Each test is 40 minutes long and worth 35 marks.
• Children are allowed pencils, eraser, ruler, protractor and 

mirror (all provided by school).
• These questions involve multi-step problem-solving and 

calculating within a context often using many areas of 
the maths curriculum.



SAMPLE QUESTION



SAMPLE QUESTION



SAMPLE QUESTION



SAMPLE QUESTION



SAMPLE QUESTION



MATHS TESTS

• The questions are arranged roughly in order of 
difficulty.

• The children’s marks from all three tests are combined 
to calculate their overall score out of 110. 

• Usually, a standardised score of 100 equates to a raw 
score between 57-61.



TYPES OF QUESTIONS

• Multiple choice (Tick or match answers).
• 1 mark questions (Just an answer required although we 

always encourage jottings).
• 2 or 3 mark questions (multiple steps and show 

workings).
• These are on all areas of the maths curriculum-

number, using and applying, shape, measure and data 
handling. However, the questions are heavily weighted 
towards number.



HELPING AT HOME
• Times table learning - http://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-

games/hit-the-button or google ‘hitthebutton’.
• Times table Rockstars.
• Little and often is more effective than long stretches less 

often.
• Mymaths – you have access to all the activities – they 

don’t have to be set for homework
(Username:  prioryrs Password: bronte).

• Make use of the revision guides that will be sent home with 
the children in February.

http://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button


HELPING AT HOME

The children need to be fluent with things, such as:
• prime numbers under 20;
• the properties of shapes;
• how many g in a kg and other conversions;
• reading graphs and charts;
• reading bus or train timetables;
• ensuring children can read time on analogue and 

digital clocks;
• times tables.



HOW CAN I HELP MY CHILD 
THROUGH SATs WEEK?

• Be positive – encourage an
‘I can’ attitude.

• Lots of praise and 
encouragement.

• Ensure detail and quality in SATs 
related homework tasks.

• Use internet support materials 
together.

• Use revision guide materials 
together.



HOW CAN I HELP MY CHILD 
THROUGH SATs WEEK?
• Ensure that children get plenty of 

sleep.
• Encourage children to attend school.
• Provide healthy breakfasts, snacks 

and drinks – lots of water
• Speak to the Year 6 teachers if you 

are worried – we are happy to listen, 
answer questions and support in any 
way that we can.

• Encourage children to talk to staff 
about any aspects of the curriculum 
that they need more support, 
teaching or consolidation.



MANY THANKS FOR ATTENDING THIS 
EVENING!

We are more than happy to answer any 
further questions that you might have. Please 

let us know via the Year 6 email 
(year6@prioryrise.milton-keynes.sch.uk) and 
we will get back to you as soon as we can.

mailto:year6@prioryrise.milton-Keynes.sch.uk
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