
Band 6 Writing 

Working Towards expectation Working AT expectation Greater Depth for Y6 

6B 6B+ 6W 6W+ 6S 6S+           /GDS 
The pupil can: 

. write for a range of purposes 

 • use paragraphs to organise ideas  

• in narratives, describe settings and characters  

• in non-narrative writing, use simple devices to 

structure the writing and support the reader (e.g. 

headings, sub-headings, bullet points)  

• use capital letters, full stops, question marks, 

commas for lists and apostrophes for contraction 

mostly correctly  

• spell correctly most words from the year 1/2 , year 

3 / year 4 spelling list, and some words from the year 

5 / year 6 spelling list* 

 • write legibly (no specific requirement to join )  
 

• Writing demonstrates understanding of a range 

text type. 

• Writing maintains form and shows cohesion.   

• Use cohesive devices within and across sentences 

and paragraphs 

• Writing uses progressively varied and rich 

vocabulary and a range of sentence structures.  

• Structure and organisation of writing is informed 

by its audience, purpose and context. 

• In narrative writing settings, characters and plot 

are created successfully.   

• Describe settings and characters  

• Paragraphs organise ideas  

 

• In non-narrative writing a range of further 

organisational and presentational devices are used 

to structure text (e.g. headings, bullet points, 

underlining). Ideas are linked across paragraphs. 

 

• Across writing appropriate use of nouns and noun 

phrases modified by preposition phrases to expand 

and develop ideas, information and description. 

The pupil can: 

• write effectively for a range of purposes and 

audiences, selecting language that shows good 

awareness of the reader (e.g. the use of the first 

person in a diary; direct address in instructions and 

persuasive writing) 

• in narratives, describe settings, characters and 

atmosphere 

• integrate dialogue in narratives to convey character 

and advance the action 

• select vocabulary and grammatical structures that 

reflect what the writing requires, doing this mostly 

appropriately (e.g. using contracted forms in dialogues 

in narrative; using passive verbs to affect how 

information is presented; using modal verbs to 

suggest degrees of possibility) 

• use a range of devices to build cohesion 

• (e.g. conjunctions, adverbials of time and place, 

pronouns, synonyms) within and across paragraphs 

• use verb tenses consistently and correctly throughout 

their writing 

• use the range of punctuation taught at key stage 2 

mostly correctly^ (e.g. inverted commas and other 

punctuation to indicate direct speech) 

• spell correctly most words from the year 5 / year 6 

spelling list,* and use a dictionary to check the 

spelling of uncommon or more ambitious vocabulary 

• maintain legibility in joined handwriting when writing 

at speed. 

 

Know difference between vocabulary typical of informal 

speech and vocabulary appropriate for formal speech and 

writing [for example, find out – discover; ask for – request; go 

in – enter] 

Understand how words are related by meaning as synonyms 

and antonyms [for example, big, large, little]. 

Use of the passive to affect the presentation of information 

in a sentence [for example, I broke the window in the 

The pupil can: 

• write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences, 

selecting the appropriate form and drawing independently 

on what they have read as models for their own writing 

(e.g. literary language, characterisation, structure) 

• distinguish between the language of speech and writing 

(Pupils should recognise that certain features of spoken 

language (e.g. contracted verb forms, other grammatical 

informality, colloquial expressions, long coordinated 

sentences) are less likely in writing and be able to select 

alternative vocabulary and grammar) and choose the 

appropriate register 

• exercise an assured and conscious control over levels of 

formality, particularly through manipulating grammar and 

vocabulary to achieve this 

• use the range of punctuation taught at key stage 2 

correctly (e.g. semi-colons, dashes, colons, hyphens) and, 

when necessary, use such punctuation precisely to enhance 

meaning and avoid ambiguity. 
 

• Judicious choices of grammar and vocabulary manipulate 

meaning for the intended effect.  

• Structure and organisation of writing is informed by its 

audience, purpose and context. 
 

• Selecting verb forms for meaning and effect 

• Writing shows conscious control of paragraphs, deliberately 

shaped, to present, withhold, expand, emphasise or develop 

material to achieve the intended effect.   

• Overall cohesion is demonstrated through the deliberate 

manipulation of a range of well-chosen devices for effect.  
 

• Clauses are manipulated to emphasise relationships between 

complex ideas or to convey information succinctly.   

• Subjunctive mood is used where appropriate, to suit both 

formal and informal situations.  
 



 

 

• Use different verb forms mostly accurately  

• Using co-ordinating and subordinating conjunctions 

• Pronouns and nouns are chosen to aid cohesion, 

ensure clarity and avoid repetition.   

• Relative clauses successfully add detail and 

description.   

• Adverbs and modal verbs indicate degrees of 

possibility (e.g. perhaps, surely, must, could).   

• Fronted adverbials are used to vary sentence 

structure.  

• Tense choice and other devices build cohesion 

within and across paragraphs (e.g. he had seen her 

before). 

• A range of punctuation is used mostly accurately: 

capital letters, full stops, question marks, 

exclamation marks, commas for a list, apostrophes 

for contraction 

 

• Spelling most words correctly* (yrs 1-4 words) 

• Spelling some words correctly* (year 5 and 6) 

•  

• Writing is proof-read for spelling and punctuation 

errors, including some prompted use of a 

dictionary to check spelling.  

 

• Handwriting is legible and fluent, including 

appropriate choice of letter shape, and whether or 

not to join letters.  

 

• Evaluation of the effectiveness of own and others’ 

writing is used to propose changes, including 

structure and organisation. 

greenhouse versus The window in the greenhouse was broken 

(by me)]. 

Use of the passive to affect the presentation of information 

in a sentence [for example, I broke the window in the 

greenhouse versus The window in the greenhouse was broken 

(by me)].  

The difference between structures typical of informal speech 

and structures appropriate for formal speech and writing [for 

example, the use of question tags: He’s your friend, isn’t he?, 

or the use of subjunctive forms such as If I were or Were 

they to come in some very formal writing and speech] 

 

• Linking ideas across paragraphs using a wider range of 

cohesive devices: 

- repetition of a word or phrase, grammatical 

connections [for example,  

- the use of adverbials such as on the other 

hand, in contrast, or as a consequence], 

- ellipsis  

• Layout devices [for example, headings, sub-headings, 

columns, bullets, or tables, to structure text] .Use of 

the semi-colon, colon and dash to mark the boundary 

between independent clauses [for example, It’s 

raining; I’m fed up]  

• Use of the colon to introduce a list and use of semi-

colons within lists  

• Punctuation of bullet points to list information  

• How hyphens can be used to avoid ambiguity [for 

example, man eating shark versus man-eating shark, 

or recover versus re-cover] 

 

• Use the full range of punctuation taught at KS2 including colons 

and semi-colons to mark the boundary between independent 

clauses, mostly correctly 

 

• Punctuation is used for clarity and emphasis, with only 

occasional errors in more ambitious constructions.  

 

• Legible, fluent handwriting is consistently maintained when 

writing at sustained, efficient pace. 

 

• Effectiveness of own and others’ writing is evaluated and 

edited to make judicious changes to vocabulary, grammar and 

punctuation to enhance effects and clarify meaning.  
 


