
Year 4 Newsletter 
      Autumn 2022 – Half Term 1 

Welcome back to the new academic year in Lower Key Stage 2 – Year 4. 
We have lots of new and exciting opportunities planned for the 

children’s learning and the year ahead! 
 

The children have settled well into the new routines at Priory Rise. Our 
first week’s topic of ‘Adventurers and Explorers’ was a fantastic way 

for the whole school to start the new year. The children arrived at 
school on Friday in an array of outfits - a perfect way to end the first 

week back! 

Year 4 Curriculum 
 

This half term, we will be basing lots of our learning around the   topic 
of ‘Australia’. 
In English, we will begin the half term by 

looking at traditional aboriginal ‘dreamtime’ 
stories before writing our own. After this, we 
will be moving on to persuasive texts, where 
we will be writing a persuasive travel advert 

to encourage travelers to visit Australia. 
In Science, our focus will be on the topic of 
‘States of Matter’. Children will learn about 

the properties of solids, liquids and gasses and begin to investigate how 
we can change states of matter through heating and cooling. After 
this, we will look closely at the stages of the water cycle and aim to 

understand processes such as evaporation, condensation & 
precipitation. 

In our Art lessons, we will be producing some art in the style of 
Aboriginal Australians using the ‘dot technique’. We will 
learn about the use of symbols in this style of art 

and hope to use them in our own paintings. 



In Music, children will begin to learn and develop the skills 
needed to play the keyboard! We look forward to learning 
a new instrument together with the help of Mrs Horwood!  

In Computing this half term, children will revise their 
learning on the importance of online safety before moving on to learn 

about the different components of a desktop computer in our 
‘Hardware Investigators’ unit.  

In RE this half term, we will be learning about religions on our 
community. We will identify the beliefs of the Deli Lama; identify the link 
between inspiration and religion & consider what it means to ‘believe’ and 

how this is linked to religion. 
In PSHE, we will follow the unit entitled ‘Being Me’, 

where we will think about how we are unique.  
 Our final subject the children will be learning this 
half term is Geography. In our lessons, we will 
develop our locational understanding of where 

Australia is; identify natural and man-made 
landmarks & understand the human impact on the Great Barrier Reef.    

 

Value of the Month 
 

September: Love 

 

October: Honesty 

 



 Homework 
The children will be set a new piece which will be sent home weekly. 

Homework will be set on a Friday afternoon and should be returned the 
following Friday (dates will be confirmed on the homework sheet).   

Alongside this, it is the expectation that children will practice their times 
tables each week using TTRS or Purple Mash. 

 
At Priory Rise we consider homework to be extremely important as a 
means of continuing and developing the learning that takes place in the 
classroom. We welcome the support that parents provide in assisting 
their children with homework at home and encouraging the children to 
complete their tasks to the best of their ability and to the highest of 

standards. The homework will also be made available on our school 
website should you need an extra copy! ☺ 

 

Reading Race! 
 

To encourage children to continue reading at 
home, children will be participating in a ‘reading 

race’. Each week, if a child has read a minimum of 
three times (and has recorded this in their 

home-school link book), they can move their 
name along the reading race. If children have 

successfully completed the reading race, they will 
be awarded with a special treat.  

 
It would be great if you could ensure you read with your child as much 

as you can at home. By doing this it will not only help your child to 
compete, but it will significantly help their reading progress within school. 

Thank you! ☺ 
 



Physical Education 
 

PE and Games in Key Stage 2 will take place 
on the following days this half term.  

 Mackenzie 
Class 
(Miss 

Bastiani) 

Fletcher 
Class 

(Mrs Willison) 

Wilson 
Class 
(Miss 

Scrivener) 
1 Wednesday Thursday Thursday 
2 Thursday Friday Friday 

 
 

 

Mr Smyth and Mr Neal will teach the children 
both PE sessions. Please ensure that your 
child arrives to school already dressed in 
their full kit, including black plimsolls or 

trainers, on the above days. Also, as the 
weather becomes colder, please ensure that 
children have appropriate warm outdoor PE 

kit. 

Library  
 

All children will have the 
opportunity to visit the 

library once a week. 
During their time in the 

library, the children have 
access to a wide range 
of texts. These books 
are then allowed to be 
taken home.  Children 

who are ‘free readers’ 
are allowed to select 2 
library books as these 
replace their banded 

reading book.  
 

Staff in Year 4 
Teachers: 

Mrs Willison – Year 4 Leader & Fletcher Class Teacher 
Miss Scrivener – Wilson Class Teacher 
Miss Bastiani – McKenzie Class Teacher 

Miss Bastiani – Trainee Teacher 
  

Teaching Assistants: 
Miss Coleman & Mrs Awad 

 

Support Staff: 
Ms Russell-Carter & Mrs Patel (Fletcher Class) 

Mrs James-Bowen (Wilson Class) 



 

Book recommendations for year 4 
 

 

 
 

Thank you! 
 

Thank you for taking the time to read our first 
newsletter, I hope you have found it useful. If you have any queries, 

please remember you can email us at: 
Year4@prioryrise.milton-keynes.sch.uk 

 

Edie and the Box of Flits – Kate Wilkinson 
 
When Edie finds an unclaimed box at the Lost 
Property Office, she could never have 
anticipated what might be inside. Opening it, she 
discovers strange and wonderful creatures – the 
Flits – and they need Edie’s help, fast!  
 
 
 
 
The Accidental Prime Minister – Tom McLaughlin 
 
When schoolboy Joe’s video about how he would 
make the world a better place goes viral, he 
becomes very popular and very famous and 
ends up becoming… the Prime Minister! Follow 
Joe’s funny journey in which he makes buses 
banana shaped, cats have hats and trains have 
swimming pools! 
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