
Year 4 Newsletter 
      Autumn 2022 – Half Term 2 

Welcome back to another half term in Year 4! We had lots of fun and made good 
progress in our learning last half term and look forward to lots more over the coming 

weeks! 

Year 4 Curriculum 
This half term, we will be basing lots of our learning around the topic 

of  
the Victorians. 

 

In English, we will begin by researching different aspects 
of Victorian life and presenting our findings in a non-

chronological report. We will then move on to writing a 
balanced argument text that will explore the arguments 

for/against young children working during this era. 
Finally, we will study a child-friendly version of Charles Dickens’ 

‘A Christmas Carol’ before writing our own modern-day version of 
the story.  

 
In Science, our focus will be on the topic of 

‘Electricity’, where we will have the opportunity to 
do lots of practical experiments. We will look at 

what is needed to build a complete circuit, 
understand the role of switches in circuits and then 

go on to investigate what conductors and insulators are.  



In our Art lessons, we will be producing some art in the style of 
William Morris, who is famous for his symmetrical patterns and 

textiles. We will learn about the different features of Morris’ art, 
design our own and then have a go at printing to create our own 

patterned textile.  
 

In Music, children will continue to develop their 
brilliant keyboard skills with Mrs Horwood. 

 
In Computing this half term, we will be developing our coding skills on 

Purple Mash. Your child should know their login and can always 
practice these skills on the website at home! 

 
In RE this half term, we will be learning about the 

Nativity story and the importance of journeys 
within it.   

 
In PSHE this half term, we will be having lessons based on the theme 

of celebrating differences. We will learn about assumptions, how 
people are different and discuss how we have different friendships. 

 
  Our final subject the children will be learning this 

half term is History. In our lessons, we will be 
becoming masters in the Victorian era. We will look 

at when they existed in time; learn about Queen 
Victoria and her influence on the modern world; 

explore what life was like for children in schools and 



at work; learn about various inventions that were created & end our 
topic with learning about how the Victorians celebrated Christmas. 

Value of the Month 
 

Kindness 
 

In our PSHE sessions and assemblies, we are focusing on the value of 
kindness. Throughout November, we will be discussing what it means 
and how we show kindness to those around us, our environment and 

to ourselves.  

 

Trust 
 

In December, our value of the month will be trust, where the children 
will reflect upon what this means and how trust can help us in or daily 

lives. 
 

 Homework 
 

The children will be set a new piece which will be sent home weekly. 
Homework will be given out on a Friday afternoon and should be 

returned the following Friday. You can find the homework on Google 
Classroom and can either submit your work on there or in person as a 

paper copy.  



Alongside this, it is the expectation that children will practice their 
times tables each week. Times Tables Rockstars remains a great 

resource for your child to regularly use to practice these. If you don’t 
know your child’s login details, please email Year4@prioryrise.milton-

keynes.sch.uk to request them.  

Reading Race! 
At the end of last half term, the children who reached 

the end of our ‘reading race’ were rewarded with 
some additional play time for their hard work and 

commitment to reading. 
We have started the race again this half term and hope to 

see some more children completing it! 

Cold weather 
 

As the weather becomes colder and 
wetter, please ensure you are 

sending your child in to school with 
a coat to keep them warm at 

playtimes.  
 

Please also make sure that your 
child has on an appropriately warm 

P.E. kit for their P.E. days.  

Spelling 
 

Please make sure you are 
regularly practicing the Year 3 & 
4 spelling words with your child 
at home. Each half term, they 

will be tested on the words with 
the aim that they can correctly 

spell the entire list by the end of 
Year 4.  
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The spelling words can be found 
on the Year 4 section of the 

website.  
 

Book recommendations 
 

Mrs Willison recommends – Space Band – Tom Fletcher 
This is the newest book of Tom Fletcher’s, and I can assure you that if 
you love the others that he has written, then you will love this! It 
keeps lots of his humour throughout whilst maintaining a strong 
message of the importance of celebrating difference. The book is 
about the ‘worst band on Earth’ who suddenly find themselves 
competing in an intergalactic Battle of the Bands… Lose it, and they 
could find themselves stuck in space forever… what could go wrong?!  
 



Miss Bastiani recommends – The Boy at the Back of the Class – Onjali Q 
Rauf 

A book all about a group of friends who work together and come up with 
a daring plan, embarking on an adventure to help save a lost family. This 

book is based on the story of a refugee, it is heart-warming and inspiring. 
This is my favourite book to share with children in Year 4.    

 
 
Miss Scrivener recommends –  
I love this book as it reminds me of my childhood, there was always 
something about Enid Blyton that had me captivated, I adored the 
adventure side of her books and could relate a lot of her writing to some 
of my own life, being outdoorsy and a lover of adventure myself!  

  

Year 4 Multiplication Check 
 

In June, Year 4 will be sitting their national multiplication check. This is 
a government-set assessment where the children will be asked 25 

questions based on their times tables (up to 12x12). The children will 
have 6 section to answer each question either on an iPad or a 

Chromebook. 
Please make sure your child is regularly practising their times tables at 

home.  
 

On Purple Mash, there is a multiplication assessment that is a very 
similar layout to the real assessment. To access this, your child will 

need to login to their Purple Mash account and then go to the games 
section. From here, they will need to select ‘multiplication’ followed 



 

by ‘launch’ and ‘assessment’. Their teacher will be able to see any 
work they have done on this and can use the data to support them in 

class.  

Thank you! 
 

Thank you for taking the time to read our newsletter, I hope you have 
found it useful. If you have any queries, please remember you can 

email us at: 
Year4@prioryrise.milton-keynes.sch.uk 
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