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We can’t believe how quickly time is passing by and that we are now in 

Autumn 2 and heading speedily towards Christmas!  The Year 2 

children have made a fantastic start to the year at Priory Rise 

School.  We have been really impressed by their love of learning and 

how well each class continues to gel and bond as a team. We love their eager approach to 

coming to school each day and how well they have been thinking about our school values 

and showing them in their actions 

Year 2 Learning 

 

We loved celebrating Black History Month in Year 2 and enjoyed learning 

about Rosa Parks and her significance in History. Her story inspired 

animated discussions in each class and linked to our school value of 

equality. 

 

We also learned about Tinga Tinga art. Tingatinga art was first created in Tanzania, East 

Africa in the 1960's. It all began with a man called Edward Saidi Tingatinga. Unemployed 

and desperate to earn some money, Edward Tingatinga decided to try and paint pictures to 

sell to tourists visiting Tanzania. We loved creating artwork in his style!  

 

In Autumn 2, we will be learning about Remembrance Day, discovering 

why we commemorate this day each year and why the poppy is used as 

a symbol of remembrance.   We will also be learning about the soldiers 

of WWI and in particular Flora Sandes, a little-known war hero who 

fought in both WWI and WWII. 

 

 

                   

 

We are delighted that we will be performing 

a Nativity showcase for parents in December. 

This will be a large part of our learning this half term. We have songs to 

learn, lines to speak loud and proud and of course , some acting too!  



 

The Gunpowder Plot 
Our thematic learning this half term begins with The 

Gunpowder Plot! In History, we will be researching facts 

about the event and those involved. We will link this event 

to how and why we celebrate November 5th with firework 

displays – especially our own Priory Rise fireworks event 

and those who recently celebrated Diwali! 

 

In English, we will be creating our firework poems and will be using our very best ambitious 

vocabulary to wow our readers!   

We will then move on to non-Fiction writing about The Gunpowder Plot. We will recount 

writing linked the tale of The Pied Piper of Hamelin and link the rats to our learning about 

The Great Fire of London! 

In DT we will be learning about moving mechanisms and will be making sliders, 

pivots and levers and wheels. We will apply our skills to plan, make and 

evaluate moving pictures of The Great Fire of London. 

In Maths we will be learning about 2D and 3D shapes and will then move onto 

fractions and looking at fractions of a shape. We will also continue to 

practise our number awareness skills daily, using our rekonreks.  

 
Reading Challenge 

Being able to read opens a whole world of learning and imagination for 

our children. We want them to love books of all sorts. The more they 

read, the cleverer they become!  We have a reading challenge. For 

every 5 reading entries/comments (from 5 different days rather 

than 5 books in one day) in the reading record, your child will move their bee to a new 

flower. When they reach 35 reads, they will achieve a certificate. Teachers will check the 

red books on the day your child has guided reading.  

Happy reading everyone! 

 



 

 

HOMEWORK/Home learning IN YEAR 2 
Reading 

We would like your child to read each night. Reading is so important to 

all other areas of the curriculum that we see it as a vital part of their 

home learning. Many of our children now read with increasing accuracy 

and so would benefit from a grown- up asking a range of questions to 

ensure that they understand the book fully.  We are also working hard for the children to 

view themselves as story tellers and are encouraging them to read with a fluid pace and 

use of expression, this really helps with comprehension. We change books once every week 

to ensure that your child is confident and a master at reading a book before they move to 

a new one. We are not in a hurry to move through books at a speedy pace. 

The phonics book is your child’s reading book. They will know all the sounds in this book 

and so will be able to read all the words (some may need sounding out and blending) – this 

book is for success! When your child knows the next set of sounds with consistency and 

confidence, they will move on to the next set of phonics books.  

We are keen to work in partnership with you and it is great to see so many of you writing 

comments in the read Home School Link book, thank you! 

 

You will find our reading vipers on the school website. 

 

 

                        Maths 
We use an online homework for our maths Mymaths homework is set each 

week and is linked to the work we are learning in class. The children can do 

each piece as many times as they wish and can try to improve their scores.  

 

 

Winter Coats! 
 

Please can you ensure that your child comes to school with an appropriate winter 

coat. 

 

Playtime will be outside whenever possible, even if it is cold or there is a light 

drizzle.  Please also ensure that all items of clothing (including gloves, hats etc) 

are clearly named. 



Other maths you can support with at home:   

To know and understand  X2, x5 and x10 tables.  

They need to know these at speed and out of order.  

We will be adding TT Rockstars to our homework this term. This is an 

app which encourages speed recall… watch out for your logins coming 

soon! 

 

 

 
In PSHE, we will continue with our scheme of work ‘Jigsaw’ and we will 

continue to have a value for each month. 

Throughout November, our PSHE sessions and assemblies will be focusing on the value of   

Kindness. We will be considering the importance of forgiveness and how we can show it.  

 

 

In December, our value of the month will be Trust. Children will explore this concept in 

both social and religious contexts. 

 

 

 
 

 

Wednesday 14th December  Christmas performance 

9-10 am 

5.30-6.30 pm 

Tickets: Each child will have 2 allocated tickets, a 

letter for booking will be sent out in November. 

 

 
We would like to thank you for your incredible support. 

 If you have any questions or concerns and need to speak to 

any of the Year 2 team, we can be contacted via the red 

reading record books or via the Year 2 email (the email will 

not be responded to during teaching times as we are with 

the children, but we will contact you as soon as we can). 

 

Year2@prioryrise.milton-keynes.sch.uk 



 



 

 


