
Foundation Stage Newsletter Spring 1  2023 
Nursery- Spiders, Ladybirds and Caterpillars 

Welcome to the new children who are starting at our Nursery this week. 
This half term our topics are ‘The Snowman, Animals and Journeys, Chinese New Year, Poetry, Valentines’. Here is some 

information about the skills and knowledge your child will be learning linked to these topics. 

Communication and Language: Enjoy listening to longer stories and can remember much of what happens. Beginning to 
pay attention to more than one thing at a time. Use a wider range of vocabulary. Understand a question or instruction that 
has two parts, such as: “Get your coat and wait at the door”.   

Physical Development: Balancing, riding and ball skills. Go up steps and stairs, or climb up apparatus, using alternate feet. 
Use large-muscle movements. Use one-handed tools and equipment.  Use a comfortable grip with good control when 
holding pens and pencils. Eating independently.  Show a preference for a dominant hand. Be increasingly independent in 
meeting their own care needs.   

Personal, Social and Emotional Development: Select and use activities and resources, achieving a goal, becoming more 
outgoing with unfamiliar people, show more confidence in new social situations. Play with one or more other children, 
extending and elaborating play ideas. Being able to follow rules. Talk about their feelings and begin to understand how 
others might be feeling. 

Literacy: Understand print has meaning, different purposes, we read English text from left to right and from top to 
bottom, the names of the different parts of a book, page sequencing. Engage in extended conversations about stories, 
learning new vocabulary. Use print and letter knowledge in their early writing. Write some or all of their name. 

Numeracy: Fast recognition of up to 3 objects, without having to count them individually (‘subitising’). Recite numbers 
past 5. Say one number for each item in order: 1,2,3,4,5.  Show ‘finger numbers’ up to 5. Combine shapes to make new 
ones.  Talks about and identify the patterns around them. Use informal language like ‘pointy’, ‘spotty’, ‘blobs’ etc to 
describe shape and texture. 

Understanding of the World: Exploration of natural materials with similar and/or different properties.  Talk about what 
they see, using a wide vocabulary.  Explore how things work.  Explore and talk about different forces they can feel.  Talk 
about the differences between materials and changes they notice. 

Expressive Arts and Design: Take part in simple pretend play, using an object to represent something else even though 
they are not similar. Begin to develop complex stories using small world equipment like animal sets, dolls and dolls houses 
etc.  Join different materials and explore different textures. Create closed shapes with continuous lines and begin to use 
these shapes to represent objects. Draw with increasing complexity and detail, such as representing a face with a circle 
and including details.   

Staff: Miss Williams – Nursery Teacher - Spiders Key Worker 
Mrs Gillespie – Nursery Nurse - Caterpillars Key Worker 

Miss Tandy – Nursery Nurse – Ladybirds Key Worker 
Mrs Satheesh – Teaching Assistant 

 

Weekly Routine 
Music and movement activities take place every Wednesday in the small hall, the children enjoy moving to the music and 
joining in with singing and dancing to their favourite songs.  We visit the library on a Thursday, the children love listening 
to stories and choosing their own book.  At home ask your child about the stories they have enjoyed, talk about the 
illustrations and what might happen next. Please remember to return your child’s library book every Thursday as we will 
change these books weekly.  
Miss Williams takes her PPA (out of class teacher time for planning and assessment) on Wednesday mornings and will be 
covered by Mrs Woods (Teacher).  
Session times are as follows: 
Morning - 8.50 to 11.50 am (Please do not bring your child before 8.50)  
Afternoon - 12.20 to 3.20 pm (Children can be collected before 3.20 due to the staggered finish times of siblings) 
Entrance to the Nursery is via the gates from the courtyard. All children must be brought into the building and handed 
over to the members of staff.  We are operating a one-way system.  Bring your child through the main door encourage 
them to put away their lunch box, water bottle and coats.  Say goodbye and leave through second door.  It is important 
that you ensure your child is brought to school and collected on time. 



Lunch in the Big Hall 
The children thoroughly enjoy going to the big hall at Lunch time.  We are so proud of them. The highlight was the children 
having Christmas Dinner together, this is the first time all the children have had a hot meal.  After discussions with the 
Senior Leadership Team they have decided to reduce the cost of Lunch from £2.50 per day to £2 per day.  The hot dinners 
are really delicious and the children have a fantastic variety of food to choose from.  The children enjoy a little treat of a 
yummy pudding, fruit, yoghurt or cheese and crackers after they have eaten their main meal.  We would like to ask that 
the children who have packed lunch have smaller portions and only 3-4 items as they are not finishing all of their lunch in 
the allocated time.  The children have water in a cup in the hall (if you are wondering why they are not drinking most of 
the water in their bottles, they are left in the Nursery).   

Parents Evening 
Parents Evening will be held in March in person after the half term holiday.  Parents will be invited into school.  This will 
give you the chance to meet with your child’s key worker and have a discussion about your child’s leaning and their next 
steps.  More details about appointment times and how to book will be sent out nearer the date. 

Keeping in touch 
If there are any issues for discussion - please see your child’s key worker at drop off or pick up or send us an email on 

nursery@prioryrise.milton-keynes.sch.uk 
Please note that when we are teaching the email address may not be checked until the end of the day. If you have a 
matter that needs addressing before the end of the day it would be best to contact us through the office. 

Home Learning  
We have really enjoyed sharing your child’s amazing 
achievements at home.  Upload pictures and videos to 
Tapestry.   We love looking at them with the children.  
Here are a few examples: 

- Doing up zips on coats 

- Using a pencil with correct grip 

- Learning to use a scooter  

- Making a repeated pattern 
Purple Mash 

I hope you have managed to access Purple Mash at home.  I 
have pinned topics to the board - Space and Baby Animals.  
We also use it when teaching phonics.  The children are 
very good at choosing the initial sounds in the phonic 
games.  There are other activities to explore in Mini Mash. 

Clothing 
As the weather is getting colder, please ensure your child 
has a winter coat and hats/gloves in school as we spend 
long periods of time in the outdoor area no matter the 
weather.  Remember also to label your child’s belongings.  
If your child would like to access the mud kitchen, please 
bring in a pair of named wellies. 

Lip Balm 
The cold weather is causing some of the children to have 
chapped lips. To help them with this they may bring a chap 
stick, lip balm or Vaseline tin which they can apply 
themselves during the day. We will encourage them to keep 
this in their tray to use when they need it. 

Parent’s Information 
There is a Foundation Stage page on the school website. 
This includes our year overview, information about our 
Foundation Stage and useful websites.  

Priory Rise Parent Portal 
Did you know Priory Rise School is on Facebook? There is a 
private portal that you can request to join to keep up with 
the latest events and news of what is happening at Priory 
Rise. There are some wonderful photos of children 
participating in events in and out of school. To join – search 
for the portal and complete the questions, agree to the 
rules, to be accepted into the group. 

Starting Primary School in September 2023 
Last reminder that you need to apply online for your child’s 
school place for September 2023.  Children born between 1 
September 2018 and 31 August 2019 need to apply by 15th 
January 2023.  You can get all the information in this link 
below. 
https://www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/schools-and-lifelong-
learning/school-admissions/starting-primary-or-
juniormiddle-school-september 
Please check that you have received a confirmation email 
from the council to make sure your application has been 
received. 

Suggested Stories 
Story books support children enormously with their language development. Here are three stories we are going to be 
focusing on this half term. You may want to practice these with your child, helping them to remember the correct 
sequence, describe the characters and learn the words. 

Guess how much I love you by Sam McBratney 
Dear Zoo by Rod Campbell 

Oi, get off our train by John Burningham 
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Book Reviews 
Miss Williams recommends – Dear Zoo by Rod Campbell 

A lift the flap book that explores which kind of pet you would like from the Zoo.  See what the Zoo has sent: the perfect 
pet – it’s bound to be a surprise. I love this story as the children get excited to see who is behind the flap and predict what 
animal might be next.  I’m looking forward to sharing this with the children soon. 

 
 

Poetry 
As a school we are having a focus on Poetry.  Poems are made up of words that could be about anything.  Many poems 

have words that sound good together.  In Nursery we have a dedicated Poem area in the book corner where the children 
can look at the books independently or we choose a Poem to share with the class.  We also have a rhyme of the week.  
This week our rhyme is 1,2,3,4,5.  Do you share Poems at home with your child?  Please upload any photos to Tapestry. 

  
Songs 

We will be singing lots in class which fully supports language acquisition and memory, here are some songs we will be 
learning this half term and maybe you would enjoy practicing them at home too.  Most of the songs are available on 
Youtube if you are not familiar with the words/tune. 

1. Engine, engine number 9 
2. The grand old juke of York  
3. The wheels on the bus  
4. Bingo  
5. 5 little speckled frogs 
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